


_ Lieutenant Governor Burnett Maybank of South Carolina throws-the switch starting

the Homelite generator which lighted the Christmas tree lights. Viee President
R. C. McDonald, right, and electrician Marshall Paget watch with interest.

. “Come watch the little Karts!” Here, the two drivers pause for.a. brief/rest before

resuming their round-and-round demonstrafion of, this popular new sport. These
karts are powered with Homelite engines.

_Balloons and clowns to delight the children add color to the Scene. Free cookies

and cokes make a big hit, too.

_Former Port Chester employees show. their families\the new Greer plant, where

they are supervisors. From left/to right, Mrs.(E. E. Klaes, E. E. Klaes, William
Robson, Mrs, Robson and their two boys.

_The one millionth Homelite unit, a centrifugal pump, is presented to the City of

Greer by John Reed, Works'Manager, lefts and Richard C. McDonald, Vice President,
Manufacturing, right. Mayer Lloyd Hunt of Greer accepts the gift.




Nelson Thompson
Executive Vice President

J. Allan Abbott ;
~Pre'sid'e'rj|'t of Homelite ’

DeHaven Ross
Secretary and Treasurer

daintain our posmon of leadershlp m the mdustry, we mj “?cdhtmue\
anﬂ d elop in every possnble way or We shall fall by the way de our

@%us by. L -
We have recently entarged our engmeerlng and rese ,» |I|t|es

an continue to create new products and improve on the o e :
*W most modern data-processing electronic equipment nas; bee in our offices in
Port Chester, so that we can handle thousands of v@@l; trans wAi‘th', the utmost
efﬁc:ency and accuracy ’ . gww ‘ : v

Richard C. McDonald
Vice President, Manufacturing

i

ity ; .

Al of our manufacturmg has now been tnan@ferf‘%:d ﬁ“%’w plants in Gastonia,
North Carolina, and Greer, South Carolina. Q\% eg_kﬁure tha tg e new, modern facilities,
coupled with Homelite's manufacturing knov§~hc§w§ will allow us to produce the same h:gh
quality products in mcreasmg quantity an&%a‘fg%compe it

We know we can contlnue to re *:f mconflde

e on the onalty and skill of ‘fhe n and men of Homehte many of
whom have been w:th us ?;g)r m§re than%? years.

e on the ability of the Homellte sales, qg§serv10e organization to spread

the fame of Homelite products %@d their quality throughout the world. b 1
e . Newman

Vice President, Engineering

e on the support and encouragemenkﬁwe have received from being a mem- ' ; .
ber of the Textron family of diversified industries. { .

The cordial welcome and fine cooperation extended to us by the citizens of Greer and
the State of South Carolina make us, more than ever, confident of the success of th|s
present venture.

Rita Powers
Assistant Secretary




and Modern Equipment
in the Greer Plant

The flow of work through the air-conditioned, brightly, lighted vast-
ness of the new Greer plant shows the value, of \modernstechniques and
intelligent planning.

The broad green arrows on the floof plan indicate the paths taken
by the raw material and rough castings’ which‘eome in at a truck-unload-
ing platform at the rear.

This _material is routed throu achine Shop and Guide Bar
Department where modérn machi ed by skilled workers, turn,
shape, bore and drnll%t ac?rdmg' ie*most rigid specifications. Some
machines are almost ¢ letely: automatic.

The machined parts ate then cleaned and some are spray-painted
in the Finishing Department.\They are then kept in Parts Storage until
they are needed by the Asser
take shape.

_ Rigid testlng of each unit takes place in the Test Room, after which
they are labeled, given a number and packed for shipment to addresses
all over the world. . .

~ This flow of productlon, already in complete operation in the Greer

iplant, is turning out quality Homelite products in a steady stream.
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Bief Heilory

of Homelite

Founded by €harles H. Ferguson of Valhalla,
New York, designer and piaker, of a two-cycle,
gasoline-driven jgenerator,_called ‘“Homelite,”
which was used to dight rural homes.

1927 to 1941 —<Company moved to 3rd floor
of factory Jbuilding’ on Riverdale Ave., in Port
Chestér, N. Y. It"Weathered the Depression, grew
tonfive times .its size, enlarged its quarters,
opened sales and service branches in 10 cities.
Chief produets: generators, pumps and blowers
powered by two-cycle gasoline engines.

1941 to 1946 — All commercial sales sus-
pended during the war. Increased size and pro-
duction, won four Army-Navy “E” Awards.

1946 to 1949—Period of redevelopment. New
models introduced, new products in design
stage.

1949 to 1954—Phenominal rise and expansion,
mainly due to new one-man Homelite chain
saws. Nationwide Sales organization set up; ip
cluding over 2000 chain saw dealers, new office
building built across the street from the plant.
More additions to plant.

1954 — A group, headed by President J. Al
Abbott bought control of the eempany.

1955—Homelite became a division of Textron,
Inc.

1957 — Modern plant built in Gastonia, N. C.
and all chain saw manufacture transferred there.
Wings added to Ferguson Building in Port Ches-
ter. New models and products developed.

1959 — Further addition to Ferguson Building.
Second plant built in Greer, S. C. and all manu-
facturing transferred there in July. New ride-on
mower introduced. At present there are 65 Sales
and Service branches and over 4000 chain saw
dealers in all parts of the country.

Homelite in Port Chester, New York




Clarence E. Stevens, Jr.
Manager, Gastonia Plant

John G. Reed
Manager, Greer Plant

Hormelitd in,Gastonia, North Carolina

Thisybeautiful functional plant was designed by Ford, Bacon
and ‘Davis, Engineers of New York, and constructed by the
Daniel Construction Company of Greenville, South Carolina.
Completed in the summer of 1957, it was dedicated at a
two day open house on November 25 and 26. Now employ-
ing more than 500 men and women, a record number of
chain saws are being produced here and shipped out to points
all over the world.

Homelite in Greer, South Carolina

This plant is almost identical to the Gastonia plant on the
exterior. The interior was designed specially for the manu-
facture of Homelite pumps, generators, blowers, guide bars,
and lawn mowers. An outboard motor, now being developed,
will also be made here.

At present the Greer plant has 300 employees. Eventually
there will be between 500 and 600.




PUMPS
BLOWERS

| GENERATORS
CHAIN SAWS

Worldwide Distribution

The Homelite sales organization is unique because it is an integral part,of 4
the company. At the present time there are 25 sales districts with(38 branches;
each with an office in a major U.S. city. These offices are staffedwith salesmen,
shop and repairmen and office personnel...nearly 500 altegether.
In Canada, the Terry Machinery Company, with 13 offices and 576'dealers,
handles Homelite sales and service. There are Homelite, distribators in cities
all over the world.
The district and branch offices maintain stocks of Homelite“products and

spare parts and operate trucks and station wagons equipped for service and
repairs. Homelite sells service as well as/quality-and this is stressed on all levels.

The districts and branches also. set up and train,dealers in smaller towns
and in farm and forest areas. There are nearly 3000 Homelite dealers, most of
whom handle chain saws only.

The salesmen and dealers “are in close touch with the customers and
observe Homelite units underactualjob conditions. Their suggestions are always
welcomed and have been’an important.factor in keeping Homelite quality and
performance at a high level.
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Homelite District and\Branch Offices
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Lightweight, but powerful, Homelite chain
~ s make any cutting job, from;felli‘ng,tree‘_s
runing orchards, easier and fast ;

Products

Homelite carryable generators provide elec-
tricity for power tools and flood lights when-
ever and wherever they are needed.

Contractors often have to pump water that’s
thick with mud or sand. This Homelite dia-
phragm pump will do the job easily.

The Homelite Mower Car has the power to cut
weeds and tow attachments as well as give the
lawn that country club look.




Rupert C, Thompson, Jr.
President of Textron, Inc.
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Homelite is a division ofyTextron dne., one of the
nation’s leading diversified industrial corporations.

@% o’ﬁal fol ; H Since 1953, Textron,*d leading téxtilesproducer, has
‘%ﬁ L.program ofﬁgﬁrestry Awards and schol . acquired businesses in‘unrelated; non-textiie fields. The
it arshl in 1954 v ; o . main objective was, to,avoid the disadvantages of cycli-

cal changes and fluctuationsiin any one single industry.

This planned growth and/stability through diversifica-
tion has resulted in“unification of operations and con-
trol. With each newsacqtisition, Textron has been en-
riched by-its top executive personnel and staff whose

N

State, UmVerSIty of Mame ‘Michigan

- State University, Umversrty of Minne: experience and enthusiasm have made a positive con-
sota, North Carolina State College, Penn- tribution to the Textron organization.

' 'sylvanla State Umver5|ty, Umver5|ty ofjfjfi
'Washmgton :

. : G 1959 ESTIMATE OF TEXTRON’'S SALES BY INDUSTRY

" In addition, each year smce 1957

0 Homehte has given 4 Forestry Scholar-
“ships of $1600 each to 4-H Membem v

Machine Tooling

‘who have submitted the best 4-H % and*Machine Casting

estry pro;ects and who show the FQ%&

promlser . Transportation
Industries

L Homellte is proud to pr seg’é?y lis 4
page the 1959 winners o ames Q
were announced at the 4- glub Co »
gress in Chicago on Decenber !

~ Herby Branscum, J Textiles

~ of Onia, Ark

Defense

Metal Fasteners
Home Improvement

and Building
Construction
Miscellaneous: (Optical Goods,
Radio-TV Components,

Services and Metal Industry Supplies)

Small Engine Products

/ Kent Keenlyne
. of burand, Wisconsin




Howelite Opew Hopwse

1, Blue and White wagons pulled B'y’_a Homelite Mower Car leave from the Exhibition
Tent, taking the children for a,ride around“the, parking area. The wagons were
designed and made in the(Greer plant.

2. These boys and their ?athe’r‘“ had no (idea their mother, Ruby Hughes, worked in
- such an interesting place. Theirsdad Albert Hughes watches as Michael and Jerry
try out the Bosch drill and paving breaker.

3. Official hostessesyare all ready toigreet the steady stream of visitors arriving for
Open Housel They have a<gift for each guest; orchids for the ladies, key chains
for the men.

4. Homelite, President J. Ay Abbott uses a chart to illustrate interesting highlights
in the history of.the company at the dedication luncheon held in the cafeteria of
the new Greer plant.

5. John G. Reed, Works Manager of the Greer plant, expresses Homelite's gratitude
for/the fine welcome given the company and its representatives by the people of
" _Greer. Many of these new friends of Homelite attended the dedication.






